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“ This is an innovative way to bring treasures 

– including mine – to a new audience,” 

   Bill Gates

“ My congratulations to the winners of the 

Hidden Treasures competition. UK public 

libraries are the envy of many and continue 

to play a part in our cultural lives. This 

competition gives the winners a fantastic 

platform to show their treasures to a 

wider audience through ground breaking 

technology. I hope it will inspire other 

libraries to use Turning the Pages to bring 

their treasures to new audiences.” 

Margaret Hodge, Minister for Culture, 

Creative Industries and Tourism

“ Turning the Pages is a wonderful 

development technically, but its real 

value is in the way it makes often hidden 

treasures widely accessible. I am delighted 

with the results and I hope that 

this is the start of many Turning 

the Pages 2.0 facilities across the 

United Kingdom”. 

Tony Durcan, President of the 

Society of Chief Librarians

“ The ability to provide digital access to unique 

material held in our public libraries is a critical 

part of supporting cultural heritage, history 

and diversity”.

Elaine Fulton, Director of the Scottish Library 

and Information Council

“ Belfast nominated three entries for 

consideration and we are delighted to have 

been chosen as one of the fi ve winning 

‘Hidden Treasures’ from a wealth of 

magnifi cent and fascinating works. The proof 

plates volume of George Leonard Staunton’s 

‘An authentic account of an embassy from 

the king of Great Britain to the emperor 

of China’ contain wonderful examples of 

late 18th century engraving, showing the 

scenery and social life of China at that time. 

Both Staunton, the Embassy’s secretary and 

Earl Macartney, the Embassador, were Irish 

and it is fantastic to think that their exploits 

will now be brought to life for a worldwide 

audience on the web, over 200 years later.”

Katherine McCloskey, Chief Librarian, Belfast 

Education and Library Board
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Turning the Pages™ is a remarkable 3D 

system that allows people to explore digitised 

versions of the world’s greatest books and 

manuscripts online.

You can see examples of existing Turning the 

Pages texts at www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/ttp/

ttpbooks.html

Turning the Pages 2.0 is a toolkit that allows 

libraries, archives and museums to put entire 

collections of books online in a compelling 3D 

environment, with a suite of useful tools to 

aid learning. Developed with the British Library 

by Armadillo Systems, it is available as a 

service for institutions and private collectors 

around the world. It is a true next-generation 

web application, taking advantage of the 

latest technologies.

With a host of new facilities, including a 

content management system to allow clients 

to build and manage their own online libraries, 

Turning the Pages 2.0  is now available. 

It runs on Windows XP as well as Vista.

You can fi nd more information about Turning 

the Pages 2.0 at www.turningthepages.com

Turning the Pages 2.0 is offered as a hosted 

service by Armadillo.

There is an annual fee for the hosted service, 

and it is this fee, together with production 

costs and the toolkit itself, which are likely 

to make up an application for funding.

Discounts for the toolkit and the hosted 

service have been agreed for public libraries. 

This will make the cost of producing items 

on Turning the Pages a cost-effective way 

of broadening your audience and enhancing 

access to your collections.

For UK enquiries about Turning the Pages 2.0 

and current costs:

Michael Stocking

Managing Director, Armadillo Systems

T +44 (0) 20 8960 8600

ttpsales@armadillosystems.com

www.armadillosystems.com

Turning the Pages 2.0™

■  Is it diffi cult to access in its current format?
■  Do you want to introduce it to new 

audiences?
■  Is it visually compelling, for example 

illuminated or illustrated manuscript 

material, an atlas or photograph album, 

a scrap book, common place book or 

artist’s sketchbook?
■ Is it viewable in book format?
■  Is it out of copyright? (For guidance 

on ascertaining status of potential 

Treasures see www.bl.uk/imaging/pdf/

copyrightflowchart.pdf)

Who may be able to help?

The Heritage Lottery Fund may be able to 

help if you want to use Turning the Pages 

technology to bring your historic collections 

to new audiences and help your local 

community explore and celebrate their roots.  

HLF gives grants from £3,000 for heritage 

projects which make heritage accessible and 

relevant to everyone, renew communities, 

enrich lives, and stimulate creativity. Find out 

more at www.hlf.org.uk

Local charitable trusts and foundations. 

There are thousands of charitable trusts 

around the country, including many small 

foundations which focus on supporting 

work in areas local to them. You can 

fi nd information about them in trust 

directories published by the Directory of 

Social Change (www.dsc.org.uk) or on 

the Charity Commission website (www.

charitycommission.gov.uk) for charities in 

England and Wales, the Offi ce of the Scottish 

Charity Regulator (www.oscr.org.uk) for 

charities in Scotland, and the Charities Branch, 

Department for Social Development (www.

dsdni.gov.uk) for charities in Northern Ireland.

Local businesses or large companies with local 

branches may be able to offer support, either 

as a sponsorship or as part of their corporate 

social responsibility programme. Investment 

in the local community is an increasingly 

important consideration for businesses. Arts 

and Business (www.aandb.org.uk), Business 

in the Community (www.bitc.org.uk) or your 

local Chamber of Commerce may be able 

to advise.

Things to consider when selecting 
treasures for Turning the Pages

Funds for communities. Both local and central 

government support community projects. 

You can fi nd information about Department 

of Communities and Local Government 

initiatives at www.communities.gov.uk/

corporate. Your local authority will be able 

to advise about local regeneration projects 

or community initiatives.

Things to consider when 
making a funding application
■  Why have you selected this item?
■ Why is it important to our heritage?
■  Why is it important to local, regional 

and/or national communities?
■  What evidence do you have of local, 

regional or national interest?
■  Have you consulted local, regional or 

national communities and, if so, how?
■  How will you actively involve:

■  People from local, regional or 

national communities in this project?

 ■  Schools, young people, families, 

community groups and lifelong 

learners in this project?

■  How could you engage with hard-to-reach 

communities, such as refugees and asylum 

seekers?
■  What added value will you offer and 

how? For example,

 Will the digitised item:

 ■ Form part of a travelling exhibition?

 ■  Help local communities explore and 

celebrate their roots and identity?

 Will you:

 ■ Provide resources for teachers?

 ■  Encourage volunteers to contribute 

and how?
■  How could you work in partnership with 

museums, archives and/or other libraries 

and heritage organisations?
■ How will your proposal:

 ■ Increase local skills?

 ■ Stimulate creativity and innovation?

 ■ Improve quality of life?
■ How will you:

 ■  Promote the resource to new 

audiences?

 ■ Measure success?


