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Programme for ‘The Golden Generation’ Conference

Monday 8 September

All events will take place in the Auditorium of the British Library Conference Centre, unless otherwise advised

0900-1000
Registration and Coffee

0955-1000
Opening Address: Ronald Milne, Director of Scholarship and Collections at the British Library

1000-1055
Key Note Speaker: ‘What light – if any – has the AHRC British Library Theatre Archive Project shed on post-war British Theatre?’,  Professor Dominic Shellard, Project Leader and Pro-Vice Chancellor for External Affairs, University of Sheffield.

1100-1155 The Archive Strand. Chair Dominic Shellard.


‘The British Library’s Post-War British Theatre Archives’, Kathryn Johnson, Curator of Modern Theatrical Archives, British Library;


‘Michel Saint-Denis and his Archive’, Dr Ewan Jeffrey, former member of the Project Team and Lecturer, University of Winchester.

1200-1255 The Oral History Strand. Chair Kate Harris.

‘Oral History and British Theatre 1945-1968’, Kate Harris, Project PhD student, University of Sheffield;

‘Unity Theatre’, Harry Landis, Actor and director;

‘Theatre in Education: Shaping post-war British Theatre’, Sarah Cooper, University of Sheffield.

1300-1355
Lunch  (To be served in the foyer by the Auditorium)

1400-1455
Interview of Alan Plater by Kate Harris.

1500-1555
Interview Case Study – Anthony Field, Theatre Producer, Theatre Project consultant, and former Finance Director of the Arts Council. Interviewed by Dr Laura White, University of Sheffield graduate.

1600-1625
Tea and Coffee

1630-1725
New Scholars Forum.

Timberlake Wertenbaker: ‘More British than the British?’ - Sophie Bush, University of Sheffield; 

‘…one of the light brigade’? An early glimpse of a darker Ayckbourn - Paul Elsam, University of Hull;

‘Someone in your Corner’: Peter Nichols, Michael Blakemore, and A Day in the Death of Joe Egg - Alec Patton, University of Sheffield.

1730-1755 
Break

1800-1855 Interview of Harold Pinter by Harry Burton, Actor and Director.

1900-1955    
Wine Reception to launch two project publications, The Golden Generation: New Light on Post-War British Theatre and the paperback of Kenneth Tynan: Theatre Writings.

2000-2200
Ann Jellicoe recreates her amazing Lyme Regis Community Play The Western Women. With music by Tim Laycock. Please find tickets for this performance in the conference packs. 
Tuesday 9 September

0900-0955
Registration and Coffee

1000-1055
Interview of Peter Nichols by Jamie Andrews, Head of Modern Literary Manuscripts, British Library, and Alec Patton.

1100-1155       Regional and Repertory Theatre. Chair Tom Dymond, Project PhD 

student, University of Sheffield. 

Interview Panel: Maurice Stewart, Actor and Director in repertory theatre; Donald Sartain, ASM with his first Rep company, worked with Theatre Workshop and Joan Littlewood. 

1200-1255
Interview of Ann Jellicoe by Laura White.

1300 -1355     Lunch and New Scholars Forum. (Meeting Room 2B) (Lunch to be     served in the foyer by main auditorium but please feel free to take your plate to Meeting room 2B for the New Scholars Forum) 

“She’d just put a washing line and three chairs on the stage; we simply couldn’t believe it”: The Development of British Theatre Design 1945 – 1968 - Elizabeth Wright, Wimbledon College of Art and the British Library; 

Unfinished Histories - Susan Croft, Unfinished Histories Oral History Project;

The Reader’s Report and correspondence for John Hart’s Lady Chatterley show how the Lord Chamberlain files serve as a unique and valuable tool for historiographers in research related to unpublished plays. - Poonam Ganglani, University of Sheffield

1400-1445
Keynote Speaker: ‘Closing stages: The Lord Chamberlain’s final acts’, Dr Steve Nicholson, Reader in 20th Century and Contemporary Drama, University of Sheffield

1450-1525
The Royal Court. Chair Tom Dymond. 

Interview panel: Michael Seymour, Stagehand and stage electrician at the Royal Court Theatre; John Haynes, Production Photographer at Royal Court. 

1530-1555
Tea and Coffee

1600 – 1655    Interview of Harry Greene, Actor, worked with Theatre Workshop and  Joan Littlewood, by Dominic Shellard

1700-1800      Closing Plenary. Professor Dominic Shellard, Dr. Steve Nicholson, Jamie Andrews, Kate Harris, Tom Dymond.        

The AHRC Theatre Archive Project reserves the right to make changes to the programme without previous notice.
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